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Space2U  

Challenge 
Data growth, data management. 
Scalability, performance, and 
cost. 
 

BUSINESS OVERVIEW 
Based in Nordingrå, in North Sweden, Space2U is a highly respected 
web-hosting company providing a wide array of services, such as virtual 
private servers, hosted exchange, and offsite back-up.  

Space2U tailors its offerings to meet the diverse needs of its customers, 
who range from small businesses to large enterprises requiring high 
performance, load-balanced solutions for mission critical applications. 

 

CHALLENGES  
Like many web-hosting providers, Space2U was faced with the 
increasing problem of growing volumes of data and finding a way to 
manage it effectively. The infrastructure consisted of numerous 
physical servers with direct attached storage units.  

This decentralized solution provided a low utilization ratio and hindered 
the company’s ability to expand and develop new offerings for its 
customers. 

In addition, Space2U also needed a simple way to pool storage so as to 
gain access wherever it was needed. 

Immediate access to mission critical data is essential for most of the 
company’s customers, and Space2U needed to consistently and 
effectively provide large amounts of data at very high speeds. 

To achieve this, the company needed high performance and a high 
capacity solution, one which would support its annual growth rate of 15 
percent and scale out. Providing high performance was an essential 
requirement as it would enable the company to meet the requirements 
of its customers and remain competitive. 

Space2U needed a storage solution not only to protect present day 
data, but also with the ability to expand with future growth.  
 

 
 

Benefits 
Increased performance and 
flexible scalability. Cost structure 
in place and higher customer 
satisfaction levels.  
 

 

Solution 
NexentaStor™  

 

“The upgraded storage solution, 
underpinned by NexentaStor, has 
resolved all of our storage issues. 
We now are able to provide our 
customers with instant access to 
mission critical data. This has 
helped us to not only save money 
and time, but also remain 
completive in an increasingly 
growing industry.” 

Erik Meijer 
CTO  
Space2U 
 
 
 

 

System Configuration 

NexentaStor with HA Cluster 
with two nodes. Each node 
has: 

 2 x 2.4 GHz Six Core CPU 
 192 GB RAM 
 3 x 1TB Toshiba SAS2 
 1 x LSI 9211-8i 
 2 x LSI 9200-8e 
 1 x 10GbE DualPort 

Emulex NIC 

 

Both nodes are connected to 
three JBODS. Each JBOD has: 

 28-bay Chassi 
 1 x STEC ZeusRAM 
 2 x 200GB ZeusIOPS MLC 
 12 x 2TB Toshiba SAS2 
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With NexentaStor, Space2U now 

is able to easily pool and tier 

large amounts of data. The 

solution also has increased 

performance—with IOPS of 

20,000+ now being achieved. 

SOLUTION OVERVIEW  
Space2U prides itself on a high data availability rate of 99.99 percent. 
In order to successfully meet this rate, Johan Tungström, CEO at Layer 
8 IT-Services, was enlisted by Erik Meijer, CTO of Space2U, to redesign 
its entire storage infrastructure. 

Layer 8 IT-Services are well known as storage, networking, 
virtualization, and security specialists. With them, Space2U 
implemented a solution to overcome the company’s storage 
challenges and facilitate the progression into virtual environments. 

While searching for a suitable high availability, fault tolerant system, 
Space2U with the support of Layer 8, a Nexenta Certified Channel 
Partner, evaluated several solutions from legacy providers, including 
EMC and Dell Compellent. 

Eventually, they selected a dynamic storage platform, based on 
Supermicro and powered by NexentaStor, a leading software-defined 
storage provider. 

Layer 8 installed the HA Cluster with two nodes and a three-way 
mirror—providing 192GB of RAM and 1.2TB of L2ARC. The system 
now features three Zeus RAM devices to increase write acceleration. 

 

BUSINESS BENEFITS 
The entire Space2U storage upgrade has provided the company with 
dramatically increased performance. The solution achieves IOPS of 
20,000+, helping to overcome the random IOPS issues associated with 
virtual environments. 

This boost in performance has been accompanied by flexible 
scalability. The entire storage infrastructure was purchased and 
implemented at a much lower cost compared to offerings from legacy 
vendors, and the company has escaped the costly vendor lock-in 
associated with legacy providers.  

Finally, the solution has helped to maintain Space2U’s reputation in 
the web-hosting industry and will continue to play a key role as the 
company moves towards an increasingly virtual environment in the 
near future. 

With NexentaStor, Space2U now is able to easily pool and tier large 
amounts of data. The solution also has increased performance—with 
IOPS of 20,000+ now being achieved. These superior I/O speeds 
improve customer satisfaction and NexentaStor’s straightforward 
implementation and management system has reduced Space2U’s 
staff labour requirements. 

 


